PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF

THE MORGAN CITY HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT

January 14, 2012
The Board of Commissioners (“Board”) of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) met in regular session at the District’s office at 800 Youngs Road, Morgan City, Louisiana on January 14, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. President Jerry Gauthier convened the meeting with Commissioners Thomas Ackel, Gregory Aucoin, Joseph Foret, Duane Lodrigue, Deborah Garber, R. Scott Melancon, and William Pecoraro in attendance.  Joe Jones was absent.  Also present at the meeting were Jerry Hoffpauir, Executive Director; Tori Henry, Administrative Assistant; William Bourgeois, Bourgeois Thorguson; Commander Blake Welborn, Chief Mark Emmerson, BMCS Robert Johnson, United States Coast Guard (USCG); Michael Knobloch, Knobloch Professional Services; Maarten Kluijver, Moffatt & Nichol; Mayor Louis Ratcliff, Town of Berwick; Clay Breaud, GSE/Providence Engineering; Morris Price, Morgan City Fire Department; Glenn Blanco, Morgan City Police Department; Adam Hensgens, Congressman Boustany; Tommy Hebert, Senator Vitter; along with members of the media and general public.
It was moved by Mr. Pecoraro and seconded by Mr. Melancon that the minutes of the Meeting of December 10, 2012 be approved and adopted. Motion carried unanimously.  
Mike Knobloch reported that:  (i) both Morgan City Police Department and Morgan City Fire Department purchased their equipment, exhausted their funds and were able to use it to assist with a missing boater last week.  Mr. Blanco of Morgan City Police Department and Mr. Price of Morgan City Fire Department demonstrated how the equipment worked.  

Mayor Louis Ratcliff, Town of Berwick presented to the Board a request for ninety thousand dollars in funding to assist with construction of 200 feet of dock north of the railroad bridge.   It was moved by Mr. Ackel and seconded by Mr. Lodrigue, that Mr. Gauthier be authorized to enter into a cooperative agreement with the Town of Berwick, to assist them with this endeavor by providing the requested funds and that the following resolution be adopted, which motion carried unanimously.
RESOLUTION
A resolution providing for the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”),  approval of a joint cooperative agreement for the purposes by sharing a portion of the tasks necessary to assure certain improvements to the wharves and docks within the Town of Berwick and District.

WHEREAS, the TOWN OF BERWICK, is a municipal corporation of the State of Louisiana, (herein referred to as the “TOWN”), and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of LSA-Const. Article 6 Section 20, Const. Art. 7 Section 14(c), LSA R.S. 34:321 et. seq., and R.S. 33:1321 et. seq. the said District and TOWN have authority to enter into cooperative agreements in order to accomplish their respective statutory duties, functions and/or  purposes.

WHEREAS, District and TOWN have determined that it is in the best interest of the public that both parties cooperate with regards to the improvements of certain wharf and dock facilities; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the President, Jerry A. Gauthier, is hereby authorized and directed to execute on behalf of the District, a Cooperative Agreement with the TOWN OF BERWICK substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Cooperative Agreement presented this day.

Jerry Gauthier presented the Board with a Letter and Resolution of support from St. Mary Levee District regarding the 250’ opening of closure structure on the Bayou Chene.  The Levee District is currently working on getting approval to deviate from 400’ width only in the area of the closure structure.  Mr. Aucoin asked if the Port had received any letters of support from our stakeholders, at which time Mr. Bourgeois stated he was in receipt of 23 letters of support from local companies.  Mr. Melancon moved to authorize Mr. Gauthier to provide a Letter and Resolution of support to the St. Mary Levee District, which was seconded by Mr. Foret and passed unanimously.
RESOLUTION

A resolution authorizing the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) to provide a letter in support of the St. Mary Levee District’s plan to place a closure structure in the Bayou Chene and to limit the opening of such structure to not less than 250’.   

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) does not object to the St. Mary Levee District’s plan to place a closure structure in the Bayou Chene and to limit the opening of such structure to not less than 250’; and that the largest structures in the area can pass through and/or over the contemplated structure.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to the above mentioned letter of support.
Mr. Hoffpauir reported that:  (i) an additional 10 feet of floating dock is needed to complete the project at a cost of about $1500.  Mr. Ackel moved to authorize Mr. Hoffpauir to order the remaining parts needed to extend the floating wharf in the amount of an additional $1,500.  Mr. Melancon seconded that motion, which carried unanimously.  (ii)  Inmobiliaria Lamol, LLC will move into the Port’s offices, with the Port moving back into its old offices, which are occupied by the Levee District, while the Levee District will move into the front office space of the EOC space.  The EOC entrance will now be located through the back of the building.  
It was moved by Mrs. Garber and seconded by Mr. Ackel that the report of receipts and disbursements for the month of December, 2012 be received and accepted and that all invoices presented to the Board for the month of December, 2012 be paid.  Motion Carried unanimously.  

Barbara Watts, CPA, of Darnall, Sikes, Gardes & Frederick, presented the Audit Report for the year ending June 30, 2012 to the Board. They issued an unqualified opinion for the District’s finances, which is the highest audit opinion.  Their only finding was regarding segregation of accounting duties, but because of the number of Port employees, segregation is not feasible.  Mrs. Watts also reported on the single audit required because more than $500,000 of federal funds was expended.  She noted that there were no findings of any sort.  It was moved by Mrs. Garber and seconded by Mr. Pecoraro that the Audit Report for the year ending June 30, 2012 be accepted.  Motion carried unanimously.

Cindy Cutrera reported that:  (i) we should be moved into our new offices by Thursday evening.  We will have signs made that will clearly mark which offices are located near which entrance so that there will be no confusion.  (ii) She has been working closely with Nestor and Daisy Navarro as they are setting up their website, hoping that the POMC and Lamol websites will complement one another.   They are also looking at our presentations, etc. that we have done recently which they might be able to use to market the Port. She noted it has been a pleasure working with them and look forward to the future.
Jerry Gauthier reported that:  (i) Lieutenant Governor Jay Dardenne visited the Port as well as toured the Harbor, courtesy of the new Coast Guard vessel.  Mike Lowe was able to explain the dredge process to Mr. Dardenne.  After the tour, a reception was held at the Petroleum Club, followed by a meeting at McDermott concerning their anticipated project and its benefits to the area.
Jerry Hoffpauir offered Mr. Lowe’s report since he was unable to attend.  The dredging in the Bay Channel is completed with demobilizing occurring; the Harbor is complete with the dredge moving to the Wax Lake Outlet, which will be completed this week.   
Maarten Kluijver reported a meeting was held with NOAA to discuss instrumentation, which will be discussed more thoroughly next meeting.
Clay Breaud reported:  (i) a roof leak in Customs office, which has been reported to Laperousse Metal Works, which may fall under an extended warranty should the leak prove to be caused by the manufacturer.  (ii) Phase I of the environmental study is complete, while phase II is still being performed.  
Mr. Bourgeois presented a right of entry with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and any related owner agreements, which State Lands office has provided its authorization, for the rock along Crew Boat Cut.  It was moved by Mr. Lodrigue, seconded by Mr. Ackel and passed unanimously that Mr. Gauthier be authorized to execute the Servitude Agreement and grant the United States right of entry for its Atchafalaya River, Bayous Chene, Boeuf and Black, Crew Boat Cut, Shoreline protection work.  

 RESOLUTION

A resolution authorizing the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) to grant to the United States the rights of entry (ROE) to construct 9,700 linear feet of stone dike along the left descending bank, in connection with Atchafalaya River, Bayou Chene, Bayou Boeuf, and Bayou Black, Crewboat Cut Shoreline Protection work.
BE IT RESOLVED, that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to grant on behalf of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) in favor of the United States Corps of Engineers(“Corps”), the Corps requested rights of entry to provide bank stabilization for its Atchafalaya River, Bayous Chene, Boeuf and Black, Crew Boat Cut, Shoreline Protection work.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to the above mentioned tracts.
Mr. Gauthier also presented a new lease for the St. Mary Levee District, decreasing its office space from about 1,500 sq. ft. to 610 sq. ft., and providing for $600 per month rental, as opposed to $1,000 per month.  Mr. Foret moved to accept the new terms of the lease and adopt the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Melancon and carried unanimously.  

RESOLUTION TC \l1 "
BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”), the governing authority of said District, that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be and is hereby authorized to sign a lease agreement in consideration of the sum of $7,200.00 per annum, with the St. Mary Levee District, for the lease of approximately 610 square feet of office space located at 800 Youngs Road, Morgan City, Louisiana together with ground space for a cargo container and parking access areas for no more than three (3) vehicles.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to said lease and/or supplemental agreement with the St. Mary Levee District. 

Adam Hensgens of Congressman Boustany’s offices noted that he will be at City Hall every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. as a community liaison.

With there being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.







Attest:








________________________________








Thomas Ackel, Secretary
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It was moved by Mr. Ackel and seconded by Mr. Lodrigue that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION TC \l1 "
A resolution providing for the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”),  approval of a joint cooperative agreement for the purposes by sharing a portion of the tasks necessary to assure certain improvements to the wharves and docks within the Town of Berwick and District.

WHEREAS, the TOWN OF BERWICK, is a municipal corporation of the State of Louisiana, (herein referred to as the “TOWN”), and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of LSA-Const. Article 6 Section 20, Const. Art. 7 Section 14(c), LSA R.S. 34:321 et. seq., and R.S. 33:1321 et. seq. the said District and TOWN have authority to enter into cooperative agreements in order to accomplish their respective statutory duties, functions and/or  purposes.

WHEREAS, District and TOWN have determined that it is in the best interest of the public that both parties cooperate with regards to the improvements of certain wharf and dock facilities; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the President, Jerry A. Gauthier, is hereby authorized and directed to execute on behalf of the District, a Cooperative Agreement with the TOWN OF BERWICK substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Cooperative Agreement presented this day.
WHERE UPON the motion was put to a vote and the vote thereon was as follows: 
YEAS: Jerry Gauthier, Gregory Aucoin, Thomas Ackel, Deborah Garber, Duane Lodrigue, William Pecoraro, R. Scott Melancon, Joseph Foret
NAYS:

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING:  Joe Jones

And the Resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of January, 2013.

******************  

CERTIFICATE TC \l1 "

I, hereby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true and exact copy adopted at a regular meeting of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District on the 14th day of January, 2013, in which a quorum was present and voting, and that the Resolution adopted is still in effect and has not been rescinded or modified and that is now in full force and effect.


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District this         day of February, 2013.







____________________________________  







THOMAS M. ACKEL, Secretary 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It was moved by Mr. Melancon and seconded by Mr. Foret that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION TC \l1 "
A resolution authorizing the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) to provide a letter in support of the St. Mary Levee District’s plan to place a closure structure in the Bayou Chene and to limit the opening of such structure to not less than 250’.   

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) does not object to the St. Mary Levee District’s plan to place a closure structure in the Bayou Chene and to limit the opening of such structure to not less than 250’; and that the largest structures in the area can pass through and/or over the contemplated structure.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to the above mentioned letter of support. 

WHERE UPON the motion was put to a vote and the vote thereon was as follows: 
YEAS: Jerry Gauthier, Gregory Aucoin, Thomas Ackel, Deborah Garber, Duane Lodrigue, William Pecoraro, R. Scott Melancon, Joseph Foret

NAYS:

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING:  Joe Jones


And the Resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of January, 2013.

******************  

CERTIFICATE TC \l1 "

I, hereby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true and exact copy adopted at a regular meeting of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District on the 14th day of January, 2013, in which a quorum was present and voting, and that the Resolution adopted is still in effect and has not been rescinded or modified and that is now in full force and effect.


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District this         day of February, 2013.







____________________________________  







THOMAS M. ACKEL, Secretary 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It was moved by Mr. Lodrigue and seconded by Mr. Ackal that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION TC \l1 "
A resolution authorizing the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) to grant to the United States the rights of entry (ROE) to construct 9,700 linear feet of stone dike along the left descending bank, in connection with Atchafalaya River, Bayou Chene, Bayou Boeuf, and Bayou Black, Crewboat Cut Shoreline Protection work.

BE IT RESOLVED, that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to grant on behalf of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) in favor of the United States Corps of Engineers(“Corps”), the Corps requested rights of entry to provide bank stabilization for its Atchafalaya River, Bayous Chene, Boeuf and Black, Crew Boat Cut, Shoreline Protection work.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to the above mentioned tracts.

WHERE UPON the motion was put to a vote and the vote thereon was as follows: 
YEAS: Jerry Gauthier, Gregory Aucoin, Thomas Ackel, Deborah Garber, Duane Lodrigue, William Pecoraro, R. Scott Melancon, Joseph Foret

NAYS:

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING:  Joe Jones


And the Resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of January, 2013.

******************  

CERTIFICATE TC \l1 "

I, hereby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true and exact copy adopted at a regular meeting of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District on the 14th day of January, 2013, in which a quorum was present and voting, and that the Resolution adopted is still in effect and has not been rescinded or modified and that is now in full force and effect.


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District this         day of February, 2013.







____________________________________  







THOMAS M. ACKEL, Secretary 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It was moved by Mr. Foret and seconded by Mr. Melancon that the following Resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION TC \l1 "
BE IT RESOLVED by the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”), the governing authority of said District, that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be and is hereby authorized to sign a lease agreement in consideration of the sum of $7,200.00 per annum, with the St. Mary Levee District, for the lease of approximately 610 square feet of office space located at 800 Youngs Road, Morgan City, Louisiana together with ground space for a cargo container and parking access parking access areas for no more than three (3) vehicles.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to said lease and/or supplemental agreement with the St. Mary Levee District. 

WHERE UPON the motion was put to a vote and the vote thereon was as follows: 
YEAS: Jerry Gauthier, Gregory Aucoin, Thomas Ackel, Deborah Garber, Duane Lodrigue, William Pecoraro, R. Scott Melancon, Joseph Foret

NAYS:

ABSENT AND NOT VOTING:  Joe Jones


And the Resolution was declared adopted on this 14th day of January, 2013.

******************  

CERTIFICATE TC \l1 "

I, hereby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true and exact copy adopted at a regular meeting of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District on the 14th day of January, 2013, in which a quorum was present and voting, and that the Resolution adopted is still in effect and has not been rescinded or modified and that is now in full force and effect.


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District this         day of February, 2013.







____________________________________  







THOMAS M. ACKEL, Secretary 
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